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__ . ~E:NATE CH.HIDER, ( 
.At~TIN, TEXAS, .Mornlay, ~lay 15, 1871. ~ 

di 
Senate met pursuant to adjournment; President Campbell, pre . .;i

ng. 
Roll called; quorum present. 
Abscnt-cxcuscd---Senator Evan!!. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
On motion of Senator Gaines, the reading of the journal of Sat

urday was dispensed. with. 
Special message from the Governor by liis printte Eccretary, 

Mr. Britton, as follows: 

Hon. DON CAl\IPBELL, 
President of the Senate: 

GuYERXoR's OFFICE, 
AU:'TIX, May 15, lfs71. 

Sm: I return to the Senate, where it ori<rinaterl the J. oint reso-
"" ' lution entitled "Joint resolution for the relief of Dillanl Couper." 

This resolution is stated to be based upon "an act approved Janu
ary 13, 1862," but that act, under l"CCtio11 thirty-thl'L'C, ef article 
twelve of the Constitution, is not "binding upon the people of the 
State of Texas." The Legislature is further (by section thirty
four of same article) forbidden to make any provision for the ac
knowledgment or payment of debts incurred between January 28, 
18611 and August 5, 18G5. 

Respectfully, 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, 

Governor. 
Message read. 
Senator Tendick moved to refer the message to a select committee. 

Lost. 
On motion of Senator Fountain, the Senate procee~ed to consider 

the message. 
The question being, ''Will the 'Senate, upon reconsideration, agree 

tu pass the resolution 'l" (Senate j0int resolutioi:t No .. 26 for the re
lief of Dillard Cooper,) the Senate, upon recons1derat1on, refused to 
pass the -resolution by the following Yote : 

Yeas-Bowers BrouO'hton, Cole, Doboney, Douglass, Flan'lgan, 
Hall, Hillebrand; Lati~er, Pickett) Pyle: 8~annon1 Tendick-13. 

Nays-Mr. President, Baker, Ford, Fountam, Games, Hertzberg, 
Mills, Parsons, Pettit, Pridgen, Rawson, .Ruby Saylor-13. 
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Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate : 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, 
AUSTIN, May 15, 1871. 

Srn: I return to tl:e Senate, where it originated, the act entitled 
' " An act authorizing the Clilunty courts to sell the school lands situ
ated in their respective counties." The school lands referred to in 
this act belong to the Comm ::m School Fund, and the people of the 
counties wherein they are situated have no more interest in them 
and are entitled to no more control over them than the people of 
other counties; yet it is here proposed practically to surrender them 
altogetber to the will and disposition of the former, as expressed 
through their respective county or police courts. 

These lands arc now very valuable, and are constantly becoming 
more so. If they are let alone they will, within a few years, yield 
a fund sufficient of itself to support the school system of the State. 
The disposition of them made by the present act opens the door in 
a dozen ways to fraudulent combinations, whereby they may pass 
from the school fund for the trifling share of their true value. Every 
section of the act from the first to the seventeenth, inclusive, con
tains some one or more provisions so manifestly calculated to en
courage and facilitate combinations of the character above men
tioned that it is hard to say which of them is the most dangerous. 

These lands are rapidly increasing in value, and I therefore sug
gest that they be not sold at present, but that provision be made for 
the care and preservation of the timber thereon. If, however, the 
Legislature should disagree with me in this regard, then I suggest 
that all sales be conducted under and by direction of the Commis
sioner of the General Land Office or Superintendnt of Instruction, 
or of both. 

Very respectfully, 
EDMUND J. DA VIS, 

Governor. 
Message read. 
Senator Fountain moved that the message be referred to a select 

committee. Carried. • 
The President appointed as such committee Senators Fountain, , 

Dohoney and Gaines. 

Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate : 

GOVERNOR'S OF~ICE, 
AUSTIN, May 15, 1871. 

Srn: 1 return to the Senate, where it originated, the act entitled 
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"A:n act to authorize the 9-alveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio 
Rail.way Comr,any, ~o unite or consolidate its railroad with con
n.ec~mg r.oads. Tlm ~ct pro~oses to give the said railway the un
limited right to consolidate with all other roads. N otbi11 rr can be 
further fro~ the true interests of the people of Texas, than t-:i, 
allow the ra1lwa~s to bec~me.consolidated under one company. In 
many States their Const1tut10ns forbid this in positive terms: and 
~here the roads ~re i~ot C?nnecting parts of a trunk re.a.cl, running 
m one general d1rect1on, it should always be prohibited in the errant 
of charters. 0 

Very respectfully, 

Message read. 

EpMUND J. DAVIS, 
Governor. 

Senator Flanagan moved that the message be referred to a select 
committee of three. Carried. 

The President appointed as such committee Senators Flanacran 
I · O l 

Parsons and Mills. 

Hon. DON CAMPBELT ... 
President of tl;e Senate : 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, 

Ausrrn, May 15, 1871. 

SIR: I return tu the Senate, wLere it originated, the act entitled 
"An act to incorporate the Calvert and Belton Railroad Cowpany." 

'l'his act, among other objections, is liable to that one especially 
indicated in my message returning to the Senate the act of incorpor
ation of the Galveston and Denver Air Line Railway Company. 
But it is even more objectienable than the latter act in that respect. 
Section seven gives the company the unlimited right to enter upon 
and take possession of the property of any citizen without making 
compensation either before or after the entry, and in total disregard 
of his rights. 
· Of other objectionable footures I will point out the authority ~o, 

consolidate generally with all other roads given by section six, the 
<>mission in section eleven to limit the amount of capital stock, and 
the prO\'ision in section fifteen looking to donations of land .to the 
road should the present Constitution be amended in that particular. 

It is very doubtful whether legislation looking to such a change, 
but enacted before the change is made, and therefore voi~, wou~d ever 
have any force or validity unless the amendment prov~ded d!l'ectly 
for its ratification. But if it should be held otherwise then the 

s J- 89 
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public lands arc· already fully disposed of by force of charters now 
existing. 

Very respectfully, 
ED.MUND. J. DAVIS, 

Go,·ernor. 
Message read. 
Senator Hall moved that the message he refened to a select com

mittee of three. Carried. 
President appoir..ted as such committee, Senators Hall, Pridgen 

a11d Douglass. 
Senator Fountain moved that the special order for 11 A. M. to

day, House bill No. 4 72, ·" An act for the relief of the beirs and 
assignees of James Powers and James Hewitson,n and the sp'ecial 
ordel' for to-morrow at 11 A. M., Senate bill No. 364, and substi
tute for Senate bill No. 364, '• An act to establish a manual labor, 
poor house arnl couyict labor systein in each county in the State," 
be cacl.i postponed for twenty-four hours from the hour fixed for 
their consideration. Carried. 

t'.cnator Gaines offered the following resolution, which was 
adcpted: 

Resolved, That the members of this Senate deeply sympathize 
with the Hon. George H. Slaughter, member of the House of Repre
sentatives, in his bereavement, and that this Senate stand adjourned 
until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

So the 8enate, at 10:45 A. M., adjourncu to 10 A. M. to-morrow. 


